FBMS NEWS Wmdup'

Earlier this year, responding to the COVID-19 crisis became an urgent,
all-encompassing priority for our agency. But prior to the pandemic,
there were several notable events and accomplishments for FBMS

that we want to share with you:
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Secretary of Labor and Workforce Development
Rosalin Acosta, FBMS Chief Operating Officer April
Connolly, Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, and FBMS President &
CEO John Yazwinski.

LT. GOV POLITO VISITS FBMS

Lieutenant Governor Karyn Polito and Secretary of

Labor and Workforce Development Rosalin Acosta
came to our Brockton offices on Feb. 13 to
announce $73,000 in grant funding to support
FBMS staff.

The funding, from the Workforce Training Fund
Program (WTFP), supports the training of FBMS
employees in clinical skills, leadership
development, operations management and
technology training. In total, the state, in
partnership with the Commonwealth
Corporation, distributed $10 million in grants to
133 organizations.

Cherrell McKoy, an FBMS housing case manager in
Brockton, spoke at the event about the benefits
of the state-funded training sessions she

had attended.

“Not only have | been able to
apply those leadership traits to
my job, I've been able to apply them to
my personal life in being a mother, a
wife, a daughter and friend,”
Cherrell said.

Father Bill's & MainSpring

NOBODY SHOULD BE HOMELESS
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ENC STAGES
“FATHER BILLS PLAY"

On Presidents’ Day weekend, the Theatre for Social
Justice at Eastern Nazarene College performed “The
Father Bill's Play,” a powerful student-run production
that shared the stories of our shelter guests and
brought awareness to our mission.

The students, with leadership from theatre director
Tara Brooke Watkins, spent over a year visiting
Father Bill's Place in Quincy. The group volunteered
and got to know our guests in order to portray them
and their story as accurately as possible and to help
break the stigma surrounding homelessness.

As part of the production, the theatre students
collected in-kind items and made a generous
monetary donation to FBMS.

TO WATCH THE PLAY, VISIT
QATV.ORG/FATHERBILLSPLAY
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Liz Good

This past winter, Liz Good, a housing case manager
in the Quincy region, was presented with the Ed
O'Neil Award at the Massachusetts Housing and
Shelter Alliance’s (MHSA) annual meeting. This
award is granted to an exceptional direct-care
worker from a MHSA member agency.

Good joined our agency 5 years ago after
experiencing housing insecurity as a result of
losing her job. She was forced to sell her home and
live with a friend for a while, and it was her friend’s
compassion that led her to join FBMS.

CONGRATULATIONS TO LIZ ON
THIS WELL-DESERVED HONOR!
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‘WE REMEMBER THEM'

Staff from FBMS’ Quincy region hosted a memorial
service last November to commemorate former
guests of Father Bill's Place who had passed away in
recent years.

More than 30 FBMS staff and guests of Father Bill's
Place attended the service, which was held at the
United First Parish Church in Quincy Center.

“Their lives are worth remembering
and honoring,” said Jon

Lanham, Service Director of

FBMS’ Northern Region.

A eulogy was delivered and a candle lit for each
guest being honored. After each candle was lit,
attendees said in unison, “We remember them.”

Father Bills & MainSpring
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