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A call for 100th birthday cards for
Weymouth’s ‘all seasons’ volunteer
INSIDE, 2A

QUINCY − Visitors to the city’s homeless shelter
will start spending the night at a new housing resource
center and emergency shelter this August, Father Bill’s
and Mainspring President John Yazwinski told Quincy
city councilors this week.

The new space, which is replacing a crumbling
building on Broad Street to make way for a new police
station, had its initial spring opening date pushed
back by supply-chain issues and delays, Yazwinski

said. The new facility, which will span 36,000 square
feet across two buildings, is up the road from the ex-
isting shelter. A ribbon cutting is planned for June. 

“This is the next moment in time for the city of
Quincy, I hope, in how we take care of each other,”
Yazwinski said.

Father Bill’s was forced from its current building
by the ongoing Quincy police station project, which
will extend onto the shelter’s current lot. The non-
profit used the opportunity to fundraise for the $25
million, two-phase project that will include an emer-
gency homeless center and day shelter alongside a
building with permanent housing.

The day center will have a full-service medical
clinic operated by Manet Community Health Center,
a commercial kitchen, a library, showers, lockers and
a laundry. Staff members will provide services such
as housing support, case management, employment 

‘We are absolutely
ecstatic about this’ 

At left is the new emergency shelter for those experiencing homelessness. At right is a new building of
permanent housing, shown by Father Bill’s CEO John Yazwinski on Thursday. GREG DERR/ PATRIOT LEDGER

Father Bill’s pushes
back opening of new
homeless shelter 
Mary Whitfill
The Patriot Ledger | USA TODAY NETWORK

See SHELTER, Page 5A

QUINCY − The Quincy Education Association has
reached a contract agreement with the city after a
contentious public battle over family leave, wages
and working conditions in the Quincy schools.

The district and teachers union issued a joint
statement Friday afternoon announcing the “suc-
cessful negotiation” of collective bargaining agree-
ment through Aug. 31, 2025. The dealt will be retro-
actively applied from Sept. 1, 2022, the first day
teachers started working without a contract. 

“Both parties agree that this settlement repre-
sents a positive step forward for the district and our
educational staff who work hard in the schools every
day supporting students and families,” the statement
said. “This new contract contains a number of sig-
nificant improvements for Quincy educators. We are
grateful for the work of both parties in reaching this
contract and look forward to a continued collabora-
tive relationship.”

Teachers,
Quincy reach
an agreement
after 9 months
of bargaining
Mary Whitfill
The Patriot Ledger | USA TODAY NETWORK

See TEACHERS, Page 5A

DEDHAM – The Quincy woman accused of killing
her baby niece has been convicted of manslaughter
by a Norfolk County jury, a lesser offense than the
charge of murder sought by state prosecutors.

Jurors deliberated for two and a half days in the
case, which saw Shu Feng Hsu charged with murder
in the 2018 death of 11-month-old Chloe Chen. She
will be sentenced at 9 a.m. Thursday, March 30. 

A total of 24 witnesses took the stand over the
course of a nine-day trial. Closing arguments were
given Wednesday morning and jurors started delib-
erating that afternoon. Hsu, who attended the trial
and was assisted by Mandarin interpreters, did not
testify in her own defense.

Hsu was accused of beating her niece, Chloe, so
severely that she bruised the baby's face and head
and caused brain damage that ultimately led to her
death in February 2018. 

Hsu was initially arraigned in Quincy District
Court on March 22, 2018 − five years to the day before 

Jurors return verdict
in case of Quincy
woman accused of
killing baby niece
Mary Whitfill
The Patriot Ledger | USA TODAY NETWORK

See BABY, Page 5A
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HANOVER - Patri-
cia Eleanor (Kumisca) 
McAndrew 11/25/42-
3/15/23 passed  away 
on Wednesday, March 
15th at the age of 80 sur-
rounded by her family. 
She was the cherished 
daughter of the late 
Mary T. Kumisca and 
the loving and devoted 
mother to three chil-
dren. James (her favorite) and his wife Christine 
McAndrew of Hanson, MA, Kristine (her favorite) 
and her husband Bill Flora of Raleigh, NC and 
Kathleen (her favorite) and her husband Mark 
Doherty of Fairfield, CT. She was the best Nana 
to her grandchildren, Anthony, Jessica, Matthew, 
Sean, Allie, William, Eleanor, and Evelyn. She will 
be missed by countless cousins, nieces, nephews, 
and friends, of which she had many.

Patricia spent her time growing up in Braintree 
and formed many lifelong friendships even after 
moving and settling in Hanover with her family. 
She loved being part of the Braintree Women’s 
Group, Red Hat Society, and her bowling league. 
Pat loved playing cribbage, games, reading, (the 
library’s best customer!), family trips to the beach, 
dinners out and most of all spending time with 
her grandchildren.  Her favorite saying was “the 
more the merrier”. Pat would make friends with 
everyone she came in contact with. She was im-
mediately your friend, your sister, your mother, 
or the grandmother you never had. She loved life 
to the fullest and never said no to an adventure.

After living with her son and his family for 
13 years, she eventually made her way South to 
Raleigh, NC to be closer to her daughter Kristine 
and family. She loved the weather in Raleigh and 
getting to see her youngest grandchildren grow up.

For lots of laughs and funny stories involving 
Pat, please join us at her Celebration of Life on 
Saturday, April 1st, 2023, at McMaster Funeral 
Home, 86 Franklin Street (Rt. 37), Braintree, MA 
from 9-11:30am. A graveside service will follow at 
Blue Hill Cemetery, Braintree at 12 noon.

Please bring a favorite picture of Patty or a story 
of her to share.

In lieu of flowers, donations may to the NC 
Down Syndrome Alliance, PO Box 99562, Ra-
leigh, NC 27624. Donations can be made online 
at - ncdsalliance.org

For information or to leave condolences please 
visit www.mcmasterfh.com

Patricia E. McAndrew

The union and the city had been negotiating since
last June. The teachers’ contract expired Aug. 31.

“I’m pleased that we’ve come to an agreement,”
Mayor Thomas Koch said Saturday. “I know both
sides worked hard to get there, and I’m pleased for
how the focus will continue to be on the kids.” 

Details of the settlement were not immediately
available. Union members will still have to ratify the
agreement before it goes into effect, which should
happen in the coming weeks.

“We are overjoyed that the 900 members of the
Quincy Educations Association are doing the work
that they love and feel so much passion for,” QEA
President Gayle Carvalho said. “We were able to
come to terms that reflect the community’s respect of
our educators.”

Koch earlier this month said the teachers may
have been headed for a strike. The two sides had not
been able to reach a compromise as educators de-
manded more longevity pay, higher wages and more

parental leave.
The fight reached beyond the closed-door bargain-

ing sessions as teachers demonstrated outside school
committee meetings, parents spoke up on their behalf
and public officials responded to what were called
“hearsay, unsubstantiated allegations and false alle-
gations.”

The Quincy deal marks the second South Shore
community to settle with its teachers union in recent
weeks.

The Weymouth union settled earlier this month af-
ter nearly a year of negotiations. Michael Murphy,
president of the Weymouth Educators Association,
said the contract will provide a pay increase of about
13.5% over four years for teachers, as well as other
benefits. 

Teachers in Braintree are still working to settle their
contract with the town, and supporters participated in
a stand out Tuesday outside town hall. The union is
seeking raises for educational support professionals
and changes in working conditions, such as guaran-
teed daily preparation time for elementary school
teachers.

Reach Mary Whitfill at mwhitfill@patriotledg-
er.com.

Quincy public school teachers march to the school administration building before the school committee
meeting during a rally seeking support for a fair contract Oct. 12. TOM GORMAN/FOR THE PATRIOT LEDGER

Teachers
Continued from Page 1A

closing arguments were given at her trial. She was
arraigned on charges of assault and battery on a child
causing serious bodily injury. When the state med-
ical examiner determined that a blunt-force head in-
jury caused Chloe's death, the charges against Hsu
were upgraded to murder and her bail was revoked.
She has been in jail since.

At the time of the baby's death, Hsu was living at
34 Sewall St. in Quincy. Police say Hsu was home
alone with her infant niece when she called 911 and
said the baby had gone limp and was not responsive.

As an ambulance took the baby to Boston Medical
Center, Chloe suffered multiple seizures, police said.
She died two days later from what doctors described
as brain injuries and bleeding in her brain.

Police reviewed more than 100 hours of footage
from several surveillance cameras inside the home
but none of them showed the room where Hsu was
alone with the baby for about two hours.

Though police were not been able to retrieve video
footage of the baby’s room, they do have audio re-
cordings from nearby cameras that picked up noises
from it. The recordings were played for the jury.

The baby cried for much of the time Hsu was alone

with her, police say, until an adult entered the room
and the camera picked up a “distinctive dull thump”
that police say they did not hear in any of the other
many hours of recording they listened to.

“A second thump radiates through the building
structure” two seconds later, State Trooper Yuriy Buk-
henik wrote in his report. That was followed by 10 more
thumps every few seconds, police said. About 13 sec-
onds after the last one, the crying stopped.

The doctor who performed the autopsy said it ap-
peared “a strike, or a form of impact” caused the in-
juries.

Hsu's defense attorney, Debra Dewitt, said the
thumps could have been attributed to any number of
things, and called it "guesswork and speculation" that
prosecutors claimed they were the sound of Hsu hurt-
ing baby Chloe. 

Assistant District Attorney Lisa Beatty said doctors
testified that Chloe Chen's injuries were caused by
"abusive head trauma," and suggested Hsu was over-
whelmed by the baby's crying when the injuries oc-
curred. 

Jurors were tasked with finding Hsu either not
guilty, or guilty of murder in the first degree, murder in
the second degree or manslaughter, the lesser of the
three charges. Judge Douglas Wilkins presided over
the trial.

Reach Mary Whitfill at mwhitfill@patriotledg-
er.com

Baby
Continued from Page 1A

help and addiction support. 
The emergency shelter will house people who

need it overnight and there will also be 30 permanent
housing units for those who’ve experienced “chronic
homelessness.”

The state contributed about $13 million to the pro-
ject through the Department of Housing and Com-
munity Development, as well as low-income housing
tax credits. Quincy has chipped in about $3 million
through the use of city land, a $1 million gift from the
Affordable Housing Trust Fund and a $250,000
housing choice grant. A fundraising campaign run by
Father Bill’s has raised $9.8 million of its $10 million
goal.

“We are absolutely ecstatic about this,” Yazwinski
said last Monday. 

He said the number of people staying at the Quin-
cy shelter overnight has risen since the start of the
COVID-19 pandemic. Before, he said the winter aver-
age was 130 people per night. This winter, an average
of 147 people stayed at the shelter each night, with a
high of 175 people one particularly cold evening. Yaz-
winski said 180 Quincy students are experiencing
homelessness. 

“We’re seeing more individuals out on our streets,
we’re seeing more campsites,” he said. “It’s just been
a combination of the pandemic, inflation, cost of liv-
ing. We’ve seen a tremendous rise in people 60 and
over. Our population has doubled for elderly people,
fixed incomes and the disabled coming into places
like Father Bill’s.”

The years-in-the-making police station project
has also been a victim of supply-chain delays and in-
flated construction costs. The project was given an

additional $23 million by city councilors in November,
bringing the total price tag to about $175 million.

The 120,000-square-foot, four-story building will
house the city’s police station and include administra-
tive offices for the fire department, a firearm training
range and headquarters for the city’s emergency oper-
ations, as well as a roll call room, training space and
other amenities officials say the current station lacks.

The project included buying five pieces of land, ex-
tensive utility work, extending roads and tearing down
several buildings. Several pieces of the project – in-
cluding installing a new city vehicle fueling station
and extending Field Street – have already been done,
but much of the work can’t start until the current Fa-
ther Bill’s shelter is demolished.

Reach Mary Whitfill at mwhitfill@patriotledg-
er.com.

The eating area of the new Father Bill’s and
Mainspring emergency shelter, which will double as a
large gathering space, on Thursday. GREG DERR/ PATRIOT

LEDGER

Shelter
Continued from Page 1A

AnneF. Duggan
MILTON - Duggan,

Anne F. (Gillan), long­
time resident of Milton, 
and beloved wife of the 
late Joseph F Duggan, Jr. 
passed away peaceful­
ly, after a short illness, 
at Milton Hospital, on 
March 22, 2023, sur­
rounded by her loving 
family. Anne is survived 
by all 13 of her children:
Joanne and Robert Fallon, NYC, NY; Karen and 
Mike McLaughlin, Merrimac, MA; Joseph F Dug­
gan, III, Sarasota, FL; Kathleen and Cliff Robbins, 
W. Barnstable, MA; Nancy Duggan, Fairhaven, 
MA; Susan and Joe Victor, Braintree, MA; Jayne 
Duggan Kelly, Weymouth, MA; Richard Duggan 
and Eve Williams, West Palm Beach, FL;Christo- 
pher and Molly Duggan, Chelmsford, MA;Robert 
Duggan and Siobhan Moynihan, Palm Beach 
Gardens, FL; John and Lois Simonnet, Carpentras, 
France; Michael R. Duggan and Monique Turenne, 
Quincy, MA; Daniel and Saffrine Duggan, NSW, 
Australia. Also survived by 23 grandchildren and 
9 great grandchildren.

Funeral Mass at St. Pius X Church, Milton Sat­
urday April 1st at 12:00 noon. Visiting hours at 
the Alfred D. Thomas Funeral Home 326 Granite 
Ave Milton Saturday morning prior to the mass 
from 9:00 to 11:15 am. Burial will be private. In 
place of flowers, please donate to: The Greater 
Boston Food Bank, 70 S Bay Ave., Boston, MA 
02118; wwsv.gbfb.org. For complete obituary see 
www.alfreddthomas.com

TECNAVIA
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