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By SCOTT JACKSON
The new Yawkey Hous-

ing Resource Center should 
be ready to open by early 
next month, John Yazwin-
ski, the president of Father 
Bill’s & MainSpring, said 
recently.

“We’re at the final stag-
es,” Yazwinski said in an 
interview. “We’re right now 
going through all the inspec-
tions, final approvals both at 
local and state level. We’re 
hoping to open up maybe 
early November.”

The Yawkey Housing 
Resource Center will be lo-
cated at 39 Broad St., across 
the street from Father Bill’s 
Place at 38 Broad St. The 
latter building, which was 
formerly home to the Reg-
istry of Motor Vehicles, will 
be torn down as part of the 
city’s plan to construct a 
new public safety headquar-
ters.

EXTERIOR VIEW of the building in the Yawkey Housing Resource Center that will house a day center and an emergency shel-
ter. The day center, a new offering for Father Bill’s & MainSpring, will provide wraparound supports, re-housing services, and 
co-located programs designed to reduce the overall reliance on overnight shelter among individual adults facing a housing crisis. 
A health clinic will be operated by Manet Community Health Center. 		         Photos Courtesy Father Bill’s/MainSpring

A VIEW OF one of the shelter dormitories on the second floor of the Yawkey Housing Resource 
Center during a recent open house and tour at the new facility that will replace the outdated 
and much smaller Father Bill’s Place on Broad Street. The center will house a new day center, 
an emergency shelter, as well as a full-service health care clinic.

Facility Will Feature A New Day Center, 
An Emergency Shelter And Full-Service Health Care Clinic

Cont’d On Page 18

By SCOTT JACKSON
A Hingham developer 

this past week presented 
preliminary plans for a new 
mixed-use development in 
Quincy Center that would 
feature a specialty grocery 
store, some 300 apartments, 
and a new municipal park-
ing with up to 800 spaces.

DJ MacKinnon, the pres-
ident of Atlantic Develop- Cont’d On Page 11

ment, on Oct. 11 provided 
the Planning Board with a 
preliminary presentation on 
the plans for the downtown 
site. The mixed-use devel-
opment would take place 
on the parcel at 119 Park-
ingway – currently home to 
IHOP and Health Express 
– and would extend across 
Parkingway to include the 

By SCOTT JACKSON
The Planning Board has 

signed off on a developer’s 
proposal to tear down a 
South Quincy medical of-
fice building and construct 
a four-story, 30-unit condo-
minium building in its place. 

The Planning Board on 
Oct. 11 approved the re-

Planning Board
OKs Totman

Street Condos
quest of Quincy-based Gal-
vin Commercial Holdings 
to construct the new 30-unit 
building at 21 Totman St. 
The Zoning Board of Ap-
peals had approved an ear-
lier plan for the site during 
its meeting on Aug. 22.

Speaking at the Oct. 11 
Cont’d On Page 13

By SCOTT JACKSON
Quincy residents will 

be able to cast their ballots 
in the upcoming municipal 
election – which features 
contested races for mayor, 
City Council and School 
Committee – during in-per-
son early voting starting on 
Oct. 28. Residents also have 
the option of voting by mail 
in the election.

In-person early vot-

ing will take place inside 
Quincy City Hall at 1305 
Hancock St. Early voting 
will take place in the lobby 
of the building on Saturday, 
Oct. 28, from 8:30 a.m. to 5 
p.m. From Monday, Oct. 30 
through Friday, Nov. 3 early 
voting will take place at the 
Election Department’s of-
fice on the second floor of 
the glass annex building 

Cont’d On Page 17
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Yawkey Housing Resource Center Opening Next Month
While he is thankful the 

organization was able to use 
the former registry building 
for the past 35 years, Yaz-
winski said he was excited 
the new facility – which has 
more than twice the square 
footage of the current shel-
ter – is nearly ready to open.

“Especially coming off 
the heels of the pandemic 
with Covid, being able to 
have a little bit more social 
distancing is really excit-
ing,” Yazwinski said. “The 
other piece of this is we’re 
going to have a new deliv-
ery model this new building 
has allowed us. 

“We’ve done focus 
groups with our guests, for-
mer guests…We’ve taken 
a lot of consideration of 
what is important to them 
and then for us, operating a 
shelter since the ‘80s, what 
have we learned and what 
are some best practices.

“We’re really bringing in 
a lot of other local provid-
ers like Bay State Commu-
nity Services, Volunteers of 
America. I know QCAP is 
in conversation. 

“It’s a bigger facility. We 
can welcome more AA and 
NA meetings, more faith 
groups, so we can bring a lot 
more resources to the people 
because we have a bigger 
place to offer meeting areas 

Applications may also
be requested by calling

the Quincy Election Office
at 617-376-1144.

VOTE BY MAIL
IN THE QUINCY

MUNICIPAL
ELECTION

VOTE BY MAIL
APPLICATIONS ARE AVAILABLE 

ON THE CITY’S WEBSITE AT
QUINCYMA.GOV.

TO RECEIVE A BALLOT BY MAIL
FOR THE QUINCY MUNICIPAL ELECTION, 

APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED
BY THE ELECTION DEPARTMENT BY

5:00PM ON TUESDAY, OCT. 31, 2023

QUINCY
Municipal Election

Last Day To Register To Vote 
Saturday, October 28, 2023

Voter Registration 
Can Be Done at City Hall

1305 Hancock St.
8:30 AM - 5:00 PM or

at www.sec.state.ma/elections
Board of Registrars

Nicole Crispo, City Clerk
Bonnie C. Marcel

John Carl Swanson
John P. Dumas 

Tuesday, November 7, 2023

THE EXTERIOR of the Yawkey Housing Resource Center. At left is the building 
that will house a new day center, an emergency shelter, as well as a full-service 
health care clinic. The day center, a new offering for Father Bill’s & MainSpring, 
will provide wraparound supports, re-housing services, and co-located programs 
designed to reduce the overall reliance on overnight shelter among individual 
adults facing a housing crisis. The clinic will be operated by Manet Community 
Health Center. At right is the building that will hold 30 permanent supportive 
housing units for formerly homeless individuals.
				            Photo Courtesy Father Bill’s/MainSpring

Cont’d On Page 19
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and presentations.”
The resource center will 

also house a health care 
clinic, Yazwinski noted, 
which will be open to the 
public.

“The other piece is we’re 
going to have a licensed 
health care clinic there. Ma-
net Community Health has 
their own space there. It will 
be a separate health care 
clinic,” he said. “People can 

go there if they are a guest 
of Father Bill’s, if they are 
unsheltered living outside or 
if they just live in that area 
of the community, that side 
of the city, they can go there 
instead of maybe trekking to 
another part. That’s another 
avenue for people to get 
health care. 

“We’ll have a separate 
entrance just for the Manet 
health care center. Hopeful-

ly that will also allow it to 
be where people aren’t go-
ing to the emergency rooms 
maybe for things that they 
don’t need to be there. We’ll 
have a nurse there every 
day, there will be a doctor 
presence. It’s a full-fledged 
one. It’s pretty cool.”

Father Bill’s & Main-
Spring will also have pre-
vention specialists working 
out of the new resource cen-

ter, Yazwinski said.
“We’re going to have 

people that are prevention 
specialists, so people that 
aren’t just providing ser-
vices to people that are right 
now homeless, but more 
about getting upstream and 
making it so people will 
hopefully call us or come 
to us at the resource center 
before you’re homeless,” he 
said

“We’re hoping, and I 
think this story could help 
us with that, is to let peo-
ple know. If you have lost 
a job or you’re starting to 
get worried about ‘I can’t 
pay the rent right now’…let 
us know ahead of time and 
we’ll start to work on how 
do we preserve that tenancy. 
That would be great to have 
people that come and use 
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EARLY VOTING
For The November 7, 2023

    

You can early vote at
Quincy City Hall on

Saturday, October 28, 2023
8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. and 

Monday-Friday, Oct. 30 - Nov. 3
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

QUINCY CITY HALL
1305 Hancock Street

Questions? Please Call Us!
617-376-1144 or Email ncrispo@quincyma.gov

Voting Is Now More Convenient than ever
and on YOUR Schedule

QUINCY
MUNICIPAL
ELECTION

ABSENTEE VOTING
QUINCY

MUNICIPAL ELECTION
TUESDAY, NOV. 7, 2023

Absentee ballots
are available for the 

Quincy Municipal Election.

Quincy voters may vote 
in person at City Hall

Monday through Friday 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

until
Monday, November 6, 2023 at noon.

the resource center not just 
for a shelter but to almost 
prevent it from ever having 
to have to stay there, which 
is pretty cool.”

On top of the new servic-
es that will be offered in the 
resource center, the facility 
will house 30 apartments. 

“The other thing of 
course is we’re going to 
have 30 units of permanent 
supportive housing,” Yaz-
winski said. “So we’re go-
ing to have the resource cen-
ter that’s also the shelter, but 
also we’re going to have 30 
units of permanent housing 
for our poorest neighbors, 
people with zero to 30 per-
cent median income. As we 
know, the rents keep rising. 
Everybody in that building 
will have a lease. Every-
body will pay 30 percent 
of their income towards the 
rent. It makes it affordable 
for the person that’s with us. 

“We have a lot of dis-
abled people. That’s what 
it will target, people with 
disabilities. It’s wheelchair 
accessible. We have people 
in wheelchairs that are fixed 
income. Elderly people; 
we’re seeing a big increase 
in people 60 and over. We’re 
seeing a lot of people that 
this type of housing is going 
to be good for. 

Yawkey Housing Resource Center Opening Next Month
Cont’d From Page 18

A VIEW OF one of the 30 efficiency apartments located in the housing portion of the Yawkey Housing Resource Center during 
a tour on Sept. 26. 							             Photo Courtesy Father Bill’s/MainSpring

“Our housing that we 
have like this, and we’ve 
been doing it for a long 
time, 93 percent of the 
people stay housed for over 
three years. This isn’t like 
brand new to us, this type 
of housing. We’re excited to 
have it though in this area of 
the city.”

Yazwinski said the dif-
ference between the current 
shelter and the new resource 
center is like night and day. 

“At Father Bill’s right 
now it’s like bunk beds, 
no privacy, people’s bags 
everywhere. People, their 
whole life is in the bags,” he 
said. “What we’ve done in 
the resource center is we’ve 
got bunk beds, but we’ve 
got three-quarter walls com-
ing up. We did that from the 
Covid pandemic, but also 
just some personal space. 
Everybody gets a locker 
next to their bed so they can 
lock their things up. 

“They’ll be able to leave 
during the day – if they’re 
going out to appointments, 
job training, education, 
whatever they might be 
doing – now when they go 
through Quincy, they won’t 
have to carry their bags. Just 
the simple things like that. 

“We’re going to give ev-
erybody a medbox for their 
medicine. They can lock 

up their own medicine. Just 
those simple things that at 
the old registry we didn’t 
have enough room.”

Yazwinski said planning 
for the new resource center 
began a decade ago. The 
city’s plan to build the new 
public safety headquarters, 
which requires the demoli-
tion of Father Bill’s Place, 

gave the organization a 
chance to pursue the new 
model.

“I presented this model 
to the board over 10 years 
ago of like ‘we should really 
think about a new response 
to homelessness that doesn’t 
just worry about sheltering 
everybody.’ We’d still be 
committed to that, but be-

ing a little more upstream 
and focused on prevention, 
diversion and what we call 
rapid rehousing,” Yazwinski 
explained.

“We’ve been looking at 
creating a new facility that 
could be a resource center 
and not just an emergency 
shelter for over a decade 
and then the opportunity 

came. When the city was 
looking at building the po-
lice headquarters, I was like 
we already had in our strate-
gic plan to do this. It was in 
our strategic plan and when 
I presented it to the city – 
when a crisis became an op-
portunity – I said we’ve got 
this idea, we’re looking at 

Cont’d On Page 20
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A VIEW OF the Yawkey Housing Resource Center lobby during a recent tour. Photo Courtesy Father Bill’s/MainSpring

https://www.sec.state.ma.us/divisions/elections/elections-and-voting.htm#voter-content

City of Quincy Election Office: (617) 376-1144

POLLING PLACE LOCATIONS
Below you will find a list of polling place locations sorted by Ward and Precinct. 

All polls are open from 7:00 AM to 8:00 PM.
Ward 1
Precinct 1 Broad Meadows School  50 Calvin Road
Precinct 2 Snug Harbor School  333 Palmer Street
Precinct 3 Thomas Crane Library  40 Washington Street
Precinct 4 Merrymount School   4 Agawam Road
Precinct 5 Saint Thomas Aquinas Hall  40 Darrow Street
Ward 2
Precinct 1 Fore River Club House  16 Nevada Road
Precinct 2 Clifford Marshall School  200 Moody St (Gym)
Precinct 3 Point Webster School  60 Lancaster Street
Precinct 4 Saint John’s Church   44 School Street
Precinct 5 Saint John’s Church   44 School Street
Ward 3
Precinct 1 Bernazzani School   701 Furnace Brook Parkway
Precinct 2 Wollaston School   205 Beale Street
Precinct 3 Montclair School   8 Belmont Street
Precinct 4 Wollaston School   205 Beale Street
Precinct 5 Montclair School   8 Belmont Street
Ward 4
Precinct 1 South West Middle School  444 Granite Street
Precinct 2 Quincy Lodge of Elks  254R Quarry Street
Precinct 3 Quincy Lodge of Elks  254R Quarry Street
Precinct 4 Lincoln Hancock School  Water Street
Precinct 5 South West Middle School  444 Granite Street
Ward 5
Precinct 1 Lincoln Hancock School  Water Street
Precinct 1A   Point Webster School  60 Lancaster Street
Precinct 2 Central Middle School  875 Hancock Street
Precinct 3 Adams Academy   8 Adams Street (Dimmock St Entrance)
Precinct 4 Beechwood Knoll School  225 Fenno Street
Precinct 5 Beechwood Knoll School  225 Fenno Street
Ward 6
Precinct 1 North Quincy High School  Hunt Street (Gym)
Precinct 2 North Quincy High School  Hunt Street (Gym)
Precinct 3 Kennedy Center   440 East Squantum Street
Precinct 4 Atlantic Middle School  86 Hollis Avenue
Precinct 5 Squantum School   50 Huckins Avenue

KNOW BEFORE YOU GO!
Scan the QR code and get the answers to your voting questions

best practices in the coun-
try, we talked to researchers, 
we went and talked to other 
people in the country.”

“We met with a BU re-
searcher,” he added, “that 
helped us kind of think 
about how many people 
just need a little bit of in-
tervention, how many need 
mid-level, how many need 
a deep housing subsidy, so 
we’ve got it broken down. 
We’ve really taken a busi-
ness-practice approach to 
this to think about the peo-
ple in front of us and how do 
we engage at different levels 
and what investments do we 
need to make.”

Even before the new re-
source center opens, other 
organizations have started 
looking at it as a model they 
too could pursue in the fu-
ture.

“I’ve presented this to 
multiple places,” Yazwinski 
said. “People from Maine 
have come down. People 
from Worcester are coming 
over this month. Somerville 
is coming, we’re planning 
a time for them. I’ve given 
Zoom presentations.

“So, there are communi-
ties right now in Massachu-
setts and greater New Eng-
land that heard about it and 
are asking to come in and 
see it.”

The new facility on 
Broad Street is named the 
Yawkey Housing Resource 
Center in honor of the 
Yawkey Foundation’s long-
time support of Father Bill’s 
& MainSpring. Yazwinski 
said his organization would 
continue to honor the legacy 
of Father William McCar-
thy, a co-founder and name-
sake of Father Bill’s Place, 
through its mission.

“We merged with Main-
Spring Coalition out of 
Brockton and…that’s where 
we want to highlight Father 
Bill’s name. It’s not on one 
building, but on the mission 
– Father Bill’s and Main-
Spring,” Yazwinski said.

“His compassionate re-
sponse, his philosophy of 
‘we need to shelter and help 
house everybody,’ we need 
to make sure it’s permutated 
in our mission of what we 
do every day. We said we’re 
going to make sure the orga-
nization’s name is about one 
of our founders like Father 
Bill.

“We have now over 
26 buildings in the South 
Shore, so we’ve grown so 
much. When I started work-
ing with Father Bill and in 
1999 became the executive 
director, I asked Father Bill 
what’s my job description. 
He said your job description 

is to take the sign down from 
Father Bill’s Place. That’s 
what I’ve tried to do every 
day, take the sign down.  So, 
part of it was ‘Okay Father, 
we’re taking the sign down 
now.’”

“What he showed me,” 
Yazwinski continued, “and 
what he showed people in 
the community is you need 
both private and public part-
nerships. You need the faith 
community, public gov-
ernment officials and the 
private community. That’s 
what this housing resource 
center is. 

“Between that and the 
housing, it was a $24 mil-
lion project and we had to 
raise $10 million privately 
from the private community. 
Everybody stepped up from 
the local city level with the 
mayor and the City Council 
and all that with the trust 
fund we got, then the gover-
nor and the state, the federal 
government and then the 
private community through-
out the whole South Shore, 
Quincy and on. He kind of 
gave us the blueprint and I 
feel like we’re keeping his 
legacy alive that way.”

Yazwinski said the sign 
from Father Bill’s Place 
would be placed inside the 
new building. In addition, 
those who supported the 
shelter over the years will be 
honored in the new facility.

“Through the years 
we’ve had a lot of people 
support our mission. The 
unions helped with the ex-
tension and their names 
were engraved in the build-
ing. We have all the bricks 
through the years that peo-
ple contributed,” Yazwinski 
said.

“We’re cataloging every 
donor, every supporter that 
maybe got bricks or sup-
ported us. We’re not going 
to take the bricks in there 
– they’re all old – but we’re 
going to recognize and put 
them all in the building. It’s 
not just the supporters of 
right now, it’s all the past 
supporters that have been 
recognized in the old build-
ing. Their names will be put 
on the walls in the building 
in the future; we’re working 
on that now.”

More information about 
Father Bill’s & MainSpring, 
including ways to donate 
to the organization, can be 
found online at helpfbms.
org. The organization is also 
in need of volunteers, Yaz-
winski noted.

“We’re really hoping that 
we can get people that used 
to volunteer before Covid – 
hopefully now they will be 
willing to come back,” he 
said. “We need volunteers; 
that would be huge.”

Yawkey Housing
Resource Center 

Opening Next Month
Cont’d From Page 19


